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might say it was a holiday of sorts, but unfor-
tunately not the kind that will get you a day off
work.

May 7 was tax freedom day, and according
to the nonpartisan Tax Foundation it was the
day that Americans finally stopped working for
the Government and started working for them-
selves and their families.

That’s right. Americans worked from Janu-
ary 1 of this year up to May 7—over 4
months—just to pay for the cost of Govern-
ment at all levels—Federal, State, and local.
As a result of tax increases passed in 1993—
which I voted against—this is the latest in the
year that tax freedom day has ever fallen.
That means what I think most Americans al-
ready know in their gut: taxes are too high and
Government costs too much. Consider:

In 1950, the average income family of four
paid less than 5 percent of its income in total
taxes and one wage earner could easily sup-
port the entire family. Today that same aver-
age income family pays about 24 percent to
the Federal Government alone, 38 percent
when you add in State and local taxes—the
highest percentage in American peacetime
history.

Because taxes are so high, middle-class in-
comes are being squeezed—not to support
the family, but to support the Government.

What’s even more disturbing is that the
pressure to earn more leaves us with less
time and energy to spend with our children or
to get involved with our church or community.
And when that happens our whole Nation suf-
fers because our children suffer.

The corrosive and damaging effect of tax-
ation on America’s working families must be
corrected. One giant step in the right direction
is a $500 per child tax credit—a measure I am
supporting in Congress.

With this credit, a family of four earning
$30,000 would have its 1996 Federal income
tax cut in half and the entire Federal tax bur-
den of 4.7 million working families at the low-
est income levels would be eliminated com-
pletely.

I am also supporting repeal of the 1993 gas
tax increase of 4.3 cents per gallon. Of all the
forms of taxation, the gas tax is one of the
most unfair because it falls disproportionately
on those at the bottom of the economic lad-
der.

Combined, these two tax cuts will provide
some long overdue tax relief for America’s
working families. And wouldn’t it be nice if tax
freedom day fell a little earlier next year?
f
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Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor an outstanding educator and mentor in
Brooklyn, Mr. Sheldon ‘‘Shelly’’ Stiefeld, who
is retiring after 34 years of service to New
Yorks’ public schools. Thousands of young-
sters have learned a great deal from Shelly
and his wife. Their tireless work and energy
have done much to ensure the success of
Brooklyn students.

I am especially familiar with Shelly’s out-
standing teaching abilities as he was my world

history teacher at James Madison High School
in Brooklyn. As an 11th grader, I was dazzled
by his animated lectures and became en-
tranced by his knowledge of different cultures
and traditions. I am deeply grateful to him for
giving me a strong basis for a future career in
government.

It gives me great pleasure to join all the par-
ents, students and friends in honor of Shelly
Stiefeld’s commitment to public education and
academic excellence. My educational training
under Shelly left me with a positive view of
Brooklyn public schools. My own children fol-
low the same path, as they also attend public
schools. Shelly’s retirement will certainly come
as a loss to those who were fortunate enough
to grow under his tutelage.
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Mr. FRAZER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay special recognition to the St. Croix Central
High School Mixed Chorus, Jazz Choir, and
Visuals Ensemble under the direction of Mr.
Otis Alexander. Their recent participation in
the North American Music Festival which was
held at the Georgia Institute of Technology in
Atlanta, and McEachern High School in Pow-
der Springs, GA, on April 10–14, 1996, is re-
flective of their desire to excel.

The mixed chorus in the open Division AAA
and the jazz choir in the same division won
two trophies for outstanding performances.
The visual ensemble received a plaque for the
excellent choreography which was set to the
music ‘‘Maghelena’’ by Sergio Mendez.

Fourteen high school choruses, jazz choirs,
madrigal singers, marching bands, and or-
chestras from four States and the Virgin Is-
lands competed in this national music festival.
The Virgin Islands performance is a testament
to their hard work and determination to suc-
ceed. Their accomplishments are also a re-
flection of the dedication of Mr. Otis Alexan-
der, and accompanists Mr. Daryl Richards and
Ms. Barbara Brown.

The 57 students from St. Croix Central High
School enjoyed the honor of bringing to the
virgin islands two trophies and a plaque which
symbolized their excellent performance. Their
participation in this music festival will be
etched in their minds for many years to come.

The following students are true Ambas-
sadors for the U.S. Virgin Islands: Rawlston
Benjamin, Jermain Blair, Ajene Browne, Junita
Chapman, Josette Cobb, Arthur Connor,
Dwayne Cromwell, Diane Cruicshank, Kenya
Daniels, Kaleema de’Lande, Angel Felix, Col-
leen Francis, Jeannette Garcia, Brian Gardine,
Craig George, Pete Gibson, Cherie Gordon,
Tishri Greenidge, Frank Griffith, Germaine
Gumbs, Juana Gumbs, Randy Haile, Jo-Ann
Hamilton, Kysha Hendricks, Jenee James,
Cliff John, David Jones, Tena Lee, Nicole
Logan, Cory McAlpin, Jada McAlpin,
Showayne Modeste, Kalila Moorehead, Ro-
berta Munoz, Antonia Navarra, Raymond
O’Reilly, Lisa Pascal, Kirby Pascal, Jason
Polius, Louisa Prosper, Rona Rawlins, Cheray
Reid, Shawn Robles, Travis Rogers, Mervelle

Sage, Lloyd Samuel, Erolyn Sweeney, Marsha
Taylor, Akeda Thomas, Latisha Tonge, Estelle
Torrens, Isabel Torrens, Tamyka Weekes,
Hassan West, Naqueeba Wynter, and Wendy
Wynter.

I ask my colleagues to join me today in con-
gratulating Mr. Otis D. Alexander, Mr. Daryl
Richards, Ms. Barbara Brown, and the mem-
bers of the St. Croix Central High School
Mixed Chorus, Jazz Choir, and Visual Ensem-
ble for the outstanding contributions they have
made on behalf of the Virgin Islands. I wish
them the very best as they continue to fulfill
their dreams.
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

pay tribute to Rabbi Edward and Sara Garsek
as they leave our community after more than
20 years of service. Since 1975, Rabbi Garsek
has served as the spiritual leader of the Ortho-
dox Congregation Etz Chayim in Toledo. In
that capacity he has earned the admiration
and respect of the entire Jewish community
and beyond that all of the citizenry of our city.
Through these years he and his wife Sara
have worked lovingly and consistently to raise
the spirituality of their extended Toledo family.

An integral part of the Garseks’ roles as
rabbi and rebbetzin has been as teachers—fill-
ing an enormous need in our community,
teaching audit education courses, Hebrew
High School, Community Hebrew School, as
well as Sunday religious school. The benefit of
their professionalism is most keenly felt at the
Hebrew Academy of Toledo, where they meet
daily with their pupils. They will be long re-
membered by their students.

Rabbi Garsek leads his congregation with a
wonderful sense of humility, a warm sense of
humor, and a passionate love of Israel—the
People and the State. Sara is his perfect com-
plement, a tower of strength in her knowledge,
believe, and devotion to the words of the
Torah. We in Toledo know them to live by the
words of Hillel, ‘‘Be of the disciples of Aaron,
loving peace and pursuing peace; be one who
loves human beings and draws them near to
Torah.’’

Rabbi and Sarah Garsek came to Con-
gregation Etz Chayim bringing with them three
very young girls, Chaya, Esther, and Devorah.
Over the years, they have been blessed with
four more beautiful children, Zev, Shoahana,
Rachael, and Yitzchak; a son-in-law, David;
and two grandsons, Bentzion and Akiva.

Rabbi and Sara Garsek will be missed, but
we know their presence will grace their new
community as it has ours.
f
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Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, today I want to

recognize a husband and wife who have made
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a lasting difference in the lives of over 1,000
cadets during their 45 years of service at Car-
son Long Military Institute; Lt. Col. and Mrs.
Kenneth P. Stuart. This June Lieutenant Colo-
nel Stuart and his wife will end their magnifi-
cent careers at Pennsylvania’s oldest military
school, Carson Long in New Bloomfield, PA.

During his service, Colonel Stuart influenced
the lives of over 1,300 young cadets. Since
beginning his service in 1951, he has coached
three sports, football, basketball, and baseball;
he has served as the social studies depart-
ment head, a building officer, the assistant to
the president, and as the commandant of ca-
dets.

Mrs. Stuart likewise shares a distinguished
record of service at Carson Long. During her
20 years of service she has served as the li-
brarian for the institute—a very important posi-
tion in a school of higher learning, and as the
social director for the institute since 1971.

I want to commend the outstanding efforts
of these hard-working, exceptionally bright and
dedicated educators. As our Nation looks for
solutions to its many social shortcomings, the
dedicated lives of these two brilliant people
should shine as an example to our society on
how to build communities and lives with pur-
pose.

The Carson Long Military Institute has a
long and honorable tradition dating back over
160 years to its founding in 1836. I know the
staff and cadets of Carson Long are proud to
be associated with such an historic institution
and it is through this pride in Carson Long that
they share in the lifelong dedication of these
two great individuals.

Through their lives they have truly exempli-
fied the ideal of community service and as a
nation, we must be proud to have such indi-
viduals in our society. I for one am privileged
that they reside in central Pennsylvania.

As the Colonel and Mrs. Stuart begin to cel-
ebrate their retirement, I know that all of the
Members of Congress join me in wishing them
every happiness in return and all the success
in their future endeavors.
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Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to join with my colleagues and members of the
Environmental Law Institute and the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, as they gather
on Thursday, May 30, to present Virginia Dent
and Aurora Gareiss with the 1996 National
Wetlands Award for volunteer leadership.

For the past 30 years, Virginia and Aurora
have initiated programs to save the consider-
able salt marsh and freshwater estuaries sur-
rounding Little Neck Bay in Little Neck, NY.
Their heroic efforts have led to the acquisition
of a series of wetland complexes throughout
Queens, including, but not limited to, the 135-
acre Udalls Cove Park Preserve, now pro-
tected by the New York City and State park
systems.

However, Mr. Speaker, Virginia and Auro-
ra’s good work extends far beyond this valu-
able project. They have tirelessly strived to put
an end to illegal dumping—a highly detrimen-

tal practice with far-reaching effects. Addition-
ally, they have long tried to promote under-
standing of the causal link between environ-
mental and physical health. In this vein, Vir-
ginia has served as the executive director of
the New York State Northeast Queens Nature
and Historical Preserve Commission, while
Aurora has served as its commissioner. Fur-
thermore, Virginia has spent the past 15 years
on the Queens Borough president’s Flushing
Bay task force.

Mr. Speaker, Virginia and Aurora have
come to symbolize the American spirit of vol-
untarism and generosity. I ask all my col-
leagues to rise with the grateful people of the
Fifth Congressional District in extending to Vir-
ginia Dent and Aurora Gareiss the highest ac-
colades of appreciation and admiration.
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Mr. HOKE. Mr. Speaker, during the Vietnam
war, journalists opposed to United States in-
volvement sought to ‘‘bring the war into our
living rooms’’ by showing images of the car-
nage and suffering on the nightly news. It
made for disturbing viewing, but was effective
in turning American public opinion against the
war. It is in that tradition that I share with you
the following description of something called
partial-birth abortion, one of the most inhu-
mane acts imaginable.

In this very late-term procedure, a breech
position, feet first—labor is drug-induced and
the baby is completely delivered except for the
head. The baby is now moments and inches
from birth—and from all the protections af-
forded by Federal and State law. But the birth
is interrupted. The head is forced to remain in
the canal. The base of the skull is then punc-
tured, a vacuum catheter is inserted into the
head, and the contents are suctioned out. The
skull collapses, the baby dies, and the abor-
tion is complete.

On April 10, President Clinton vetoed a bill
passed by large majorities in each Chamber of
Congress that would have outlawed this prac-
tice, a bill I was proud to help write as a mem-
ber of the Judiciary Committee.

The President defended his veto on the
grounds that the bill did not provide an excep-
tion for the health of the mother. But he knows
full well that the Supreme Court has defined
maternal health as ‘‘all factors—physical, emo-
tional, psychological, familial, and the woman’s
age—relevant to the well-being of the patient.’’
In other words, a health exception—which is
synonymous with abortion-on-demand—would
have gutted the bill. Also, the bill does provide
an exception to save the life of the mother,
even though in reality this grotesque proce-
dure is never the only option available.

In response to this outrage, the Vatican took
the unusual step of condemning the Presi-
dent’s veto, calling it shameful and an incred-
ibly brutal act of aggression against human
life. It warned that legalizing partial-birth abor-
tions ‘‘endangers morally and ethically the fu-
ture of the society that allows it.’’

In addition, the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops, headed by Bishop Anthony

Pilla of Cleveland, wrote this stinging rebuke:
‘‘Mr. President, you and you alone had the
choice of whether or not to allow children, al-
most completely born, to be killed brutally in
partial-birth abortions. Your choice was to say
yes and to allow this killing more akin to infan-
ticide than abortion to continue.’’

While there may be a large difference of
opinion in the way that Americans view the
issue of abortion, on this issue they are of one
mind. In fact, recent polls show that almost 80
percent of women and 65 percent of those
who describe themselves as pro-choice op-
pose partial-birth abortions.

By his veto the President has shown that for
all his talk about making abortion safe, legal,
and rare, he is a captive of abortion-on-de-
mand extremists. If he will not outlaw this hei-
nous practice that affects ‘‘only’’ a thousand or
so babies a year, he will never support any
abortion restrictions.

One thing is certain, this issue will not go
away. President Clinton will have to explain
why, when it came time to choose between
the culture of life and the culture of death, he
chose death.
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Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor my district’s latest national
champions—Livonia Career/Technical Center
students Eric Bode, Jill Thompson, and Mike
Purcell.

For the second straight year, Livonia CTC
computer programming students have finished
1–2–3 in the Business Professionals of Amer-
ica National Leadership Conference’s competi-
tion.

In Phoenix, AZ, more than 4,000 delegates
throughout the United States participated in
the conference which included competitive
events, leadership workshops and keynote
speakers. More than 375 high school and col-
lege students who participated in the events
were from Michigan. And for the fourth-straight
year, Michigan won the most awards.

Congratulations Eric, Jill, and Mile. Once
again, you have not only distinguished your-
self with your outstanding performance, you
have highlighted the excellent work of Livonia
CTC, computer programming teacher Dennis
Vince and Principal Janet Haas.

Vocational education, as well as improved
leadership and development of our future busi-
ness leaders is vital to our country’s future.
Livonia CTC is playing their part. I am very
proud of their great work and their outstand-
ing, success-driven students.
f
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Mr. PAYNE of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, on
Saturday, May 25, a retirement party is being
held in honor of Tally C. Talbot. Mr. Talbot is
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